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May 2016 Next Meeting: May 18th, 2016  AMA Chartered Club # 139 
 

Web Site: http://flypcc.org/  Field Phone: 650-712-4423 
 

President Jeff Mate 650-856-1102 stick_time2@yahoo.com 
Vice President Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Secretary Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dennis.lowry@groupdelphi.com 
Treasurer Greg Romine 650-736-7230 gsromine@stanford.edu 
Field Safety Officer / Webmaster Matt Abrams 415-370-3323 matt@matt-abrams.com 
Flight Proficiency Chairman Ray Granz  Looking for it…. geriray15@aol.com 
Editor Brian Chan 650-867-8813 pcceditor@gmail.com 
    

WHAT’S HAPPENING  @ PCC 

Open House 15th of May, 
Sunday! 

Bring your toys to show!  
(No BBQ is Scheduled) 

All AMA members are welcome. 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Jeff Mate 
 
Subject: James Ramsey Discussion / PCC Field 
Property Owner 
 
Hi all, I had a very nice discussion with James Ramsey, 
our PCC landlord today. He has been traveling and been 
very busy. He fly's his own plane for travel out of Hiller, 
San Carlos. 

We had a rather long conversation. He loves having us 
as tenants. He said we can stay for "life", actually "in 
perpetuity" were his exact words. He went on to explain 
the various Land Trust's and Costal Conservancy's he is 
involved with and that help govern coastal land use, 
specifically the use of coastal land for recreation. 

There are two Land Trusts that, together insure that 
recreation is an important part of long range planning for 
those land owners that want to keep their property free 
from development. Since PCC was written into the 
life-long contract for recreational use, we are here to 
stay....yeah. 

We talked about our Field Maintenance plans and access 
to the hill. Safe access will involve deeper discussions 
about safe auto access and habitat protection. We 
discussed the problem with ticks away from the flying 
field and the need to continue that discussion going 
forward for a solution.      

James is building trails with Coastal Commission 
approval. They are county like trails, 6' to 8' foot wide 
from his house and throughout his property that will 
extend into the back hill area of our flying site. I think he 
said 6 miles of trails. He can see our flying site from one 
leg of the trail now.  

The Coastal use decision was/is to allow for trails or 
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Farm Roads. Farm Roads use oiled rock, Hiking Trails 
do not.....so that was a easy decision for the Costal 
Commission. I am hoping we can use the trails in the 
future.  

We will be talking further on how we might access the 
PCC hill, in a way that is safe, flat and with reduced tick 
populations while at the same time not disturbing any 
wildlife habitats. It's very important to understand the 
healthy food chain that all wildlife depend on around our 
flying field.  

James Ramsey is a very engaging and forward thinking 
Costal Land Trust owner, we are very fortunate to have 
him as out landlord.    
Safe Landings 

Jef f  
MEETING MINUTES 

Dennis Lowry 
 

April 20, 2016 

Call to Order: By Jeff Mate, PCC President. 
Raffle: A nice Bind and Fly from J&M Hobbies. 

The March Minutes were approved. 
Membership Report:  Membership is now at 98.  We 
have a new Roster. 
Treasury Report:  The treasury is healthy. 
New Business:    

Sunday was fine.   
No Dream Machines is in the works this year. 

Hiller Modelling is a possibility for May 7.  Baylands 
group is also there.  We will have a static display.   
There will be catering trucks.  FAA will be there to 
check it out and coordinate.    They will see your 
registration #.  The organizer, Dan DeWeese would like 
to hear from us, and we have his number.   Participants 
should be there at 7:00 AM. 
Sam 21 is having a fun fly May 7 at Elk Grove, CA. 

Shade is needed at the field (noted by Ray). 
A Motion was brought and passed:  Motion to 
re-arrange the Wells Fargo Accounts to whit:  Create a 
PCC checking account with an ATM card.  Create a 
PCC Savings Account. Signatories for both will be Jeff 
Mate, President; Greg Romine, Treasurer; and David 

Santana, Board Member.  Withdrawal of funds over 
$2500.00 will require two signatures. 

An Amendment was also passed:  The PCC Treasurer 
is approved to move $10,000 from the Field Fund to the 
Certificate of Deposit as soon as it is feasible. 
Thanks Mike Peck for mowing the lawn. 

Four New Locks were picked up.  Call Jeff if you don’t 
have the combo, and align the numbers to the top line. 

June 18:  Robert Roden will have a group of 20 boys 
out, and we need instructors for the kids.  We would like 
to show all kinds of airplanes:  Builders, fliers, etc.    
Old Business:   

Mower will run but you may need jumper cables to start 
it.  New mower maintenance is approved:  Battery, 
Sharpening, and Tubes. 
We need more gravel on the drive way. $600.00 or about 
is approved.  Ken Martinez will call a work party.  Bring 
your good teeth and strong gloves. 

Safety:  Tics are back in season.   
Hits and Misses:  None. 

Show and Tell: 
Greg brought a tail-less WWII foamy.  Half throttle flies 
it. But it’s tail heavy.  (How can a tail-less be tail 
heavy?)  It needs a better speed control.  Brian Chan 
gave it to him.  He should be careful. 
Jeff brought a full size gyro from the Douglas Dauntless 
Dive Bomber.  It is a very cool real WWI piece of 
hardware.  

So. . .Greg brought out an old saw horse:  He designed 
and built a solid state gyro for the Addax Missile. 

Adjourned  
Minutes by Lowry.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 
9 Hobby Town R/C Swap Meet, 10am-2pm, Concord. 
 4525 Clayton Road, Concord. 925-685-3802 
14 Wings of History Museum Open House, 
 12777 Murphy Avenue, San Martin, CA 
14-15 Scale Master 49'er Qualifier @ Woodland-Davis 

Aeromodelers, Woodland Davis. 
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18 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, 
Millbrae 

26-29 Castle Giant Scale Fly-in. Flying starts 9:00am 
everyday. 

30 Memorial Day. 
June 
15 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Rm, 

Millbrae 
17-19 SAM21 Loren Schmidt Memorial Contest, Elk 

Grove, Ca 
18 PCC Youth Group event at Richardson Field. 
19 Father's Day 
 
See http://www.ncrcs.com/ for more detailed information. 
 

LOS BANOS SCALE FLY-IN 
A few of the current and ex-PCC members went down to 
Los Banos Creek Reservoir to part take the annual SBSS 
sailplane event. This is the 23rd year of such event! 
The wind was blowing started Wednesday, so many 
pilots had a great time flying off the lift from the slope. 
On the day of the main event, there were 20 pilots 
registered to fly, which included aero-towing and slope 
flying. The wind had died down to a less ideal condition 
for flying off the slope but this let the tow-plane pilots 
did their stuffs. 

Ken and Jake had lunch with Ellsworth and Jean on their 
way to Los Banos. They are both in good health and Ells 
really perked up when he saw all the models we had 
packed into Ken's new van.  

 

 
The gang on the hill, missing in the picture were Dave 
and Martin. 

 
Dave Santana "flying the slope!" 

 
Ken launching a flat P-51. 
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BIGGEST LITTLE AIRSHOW 
@ Hiller Museum. 

Here is a photographic report by President Jeff. 

 
Opening ceremony at the Biggest Little Airshow at 
Hiller Museum. That's Jeff's Eagle flying. 

 
Ken is readying his Extra 300 for a 3D demo at the 
Hiller Museum. 

 
Mike assisting Ken in preparing for a demo flight with 
Ken's Extra 300. 

 
Jeff readies his Flying Man for flight. 

 
Jeff's Flying Man in action. 

 
More Flying Man! 
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There are also "some" full size acrobatic flying, since 
this is an full size airport!!  Vicky Benzing flew her 
Stearman performing acrobatic routine. 

 
Vicky is seen climbing into the cockpit. 

 
Could it be a loop? 

 
Or something else? 
 

 
Vicky is seen entertaining a young fan! 
Ken had a chance to perform a second time, since the 
scheduled pilot was not able to fly. 

 
This time he enlisted Ray to be his helper. 

 
Good job Ken! 
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SOLAR IMPULSE II 
Ray Razon 

 
After just over a week of calling the Bay Area home, the 
Solar Impulse 2 will begin the next leg of its 
35,000-kilometer around-the-world journey early 
Monday morning. It is scheduled, weather permitting, to 
take off from Moffett Field in Mountain View on 
Monday the 2nd at 5 a.m. 

 
After a fly-by of the Golden Gate Bridge, the Solar 
Impulse 2 landed at Moffett Airfield on April 23. Now 
that this plane has proven infinitely sustainable flight 
from solar power using ZERO fuel, the problem is 
finding infinitely sustainable pilots!  

Some metrics on the project: 
Nagoya-Hawaii - 117 hours nonstop 
Hawaii-Bay Area - 62 hours nonstop 
Crew: 1 

Length: 22.4 m (73.5 ft) 
Wingspan: 71.9 m (236 ft) (wider than 747 wings) 

Height: 6.37 m (20.9 ft) 
Wing area: 17,248 photovoltaic cells cover the top of 
the wings, fuselage and tailplane for a total area of 269.5 
m2 (rated at 66 kW peak). 

Loaded weight: 2,300 kg (5,100 lb) about the weight of 
a Ford pickup truck. 

Powerplant: 4 × 17.5 HP electric motors powered from 
solar cells and 4 x 41 kWh lithium-ion batteries (633 
kg), providing 13 KW. 
Propeller diameter: 4 m (13.1 ft) 
Take-off speed: 20 kn (36 km/h) 

Maximum speed: 77 kn (140 km/h) 87 mph 

Cruise speed: 49 kn (90 km/h),  (33 kn (60 km/h) at 
night to save power) 

Service ceiling: 8,500 m (27,900 ft) with a maximum 
altitude of 12,000 meters (39,000 ft) 

Support team - 60 people 
Weight of solar cells - 633 kilos 

I had to ask- how does a single pilot manage to fly 117 
hrs nonstop day and night? Answer: By managing power 
so well that while cruising during the day, there is 
enough reserve power saved to charge the batteries for 
flying through the night. As for how the pilot gets 
recharged, he takes 20 minute naps.. The pilot's seat 
articulates to permit napping and has sealed pouches for 
taking bio-breaks without ever having to leave the 
seat...airlines should pay attention! 
I had an opportunity to visit with the crew and take the 
attached photos. 

Rich 

 
The hangar at Moffett Field. 

 
Solar Impulse 2 rests inside the hangar. 
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Pilot in the cockpit! 

 
Air condition for the lithium ? 

 
The author with the Solar Impulse 2 at Moffett Field. 

 

 
The good weather returned! Can you ask for a better 
weather? 

 
New member Daniel, two old members, Jim and Bob. 

 
Brian's Hayseed being tended to by the charging 
station. 
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John and Mike flying. 

 
John is helping Don to fly.  

 
Hello to Don, a long time member, new pilot! 

 

MORE FROM BIGGEST LITTLE 
AIRSHOW AT HILLER MUSEUM. 

 
Walter Colby (Tomcat's member), cameraman 
extraordinaire. His works can be seen on Youtube, 
under the name wcolby. 

Former PCC President, Mike using his extraodinary 
power to keep the chair in place! 
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Wings of History Air Museum Wings of History Air Museum   

Free Open HouseFree Open House   
Saturday May 14, 20Saturday May 14, 20 1616   

12777 Murphy Avenue, San Martin, California12777 Murphy Avenue, San Martin, California   
FREEFREE admission to the museum and displays admission to the museum and displays   

Hot air balloons, from 7:00am, Hot air balloons, from 7:00am,   
weather permittingweather permitting   

Continental breakfast from 8amContinental breakfast from 8am  
Airplanes of all  kinds, antique, modernAirplanes of all  kinds, antique, modern , ,  

WarbirdsWarbirds   
Young Eagles, kids 8 to 17 get a free Young Eagles, kids 8 to 17 get a free 

flight! flight!    Limited space,  Limited space,   
Lunch, 11:00am to 2:00pmLunch, 11:00am to 2:00pm   

Antique carsAntique cars   
Antique farm equipment, steam enginesAntique farm equipment, steam engines   

Yard sale, bargains galoreYard sale, bargains galore   
Kids’ activities: rib building, modelKids’ activities: rib building, model --making, making, 

and a maze.and a maze.  

 
 
 
 

 

Support your local hobby shop! 
 
 

 
 

http://www.flypcc.org




