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June 2009 Next Meeting: June 17th, 2009  AMA Chartered Club # 139 

 

Visit: http://flypcc.org/ 
 
President Ken Martinez 415-821-3682 a415flyboy@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President Dennis Lowry 415-285-4496 dlowry@delphiproductions.com 
Secretary Mike Solaegui 415-314-6261 mikes@perfectedgecutlery.com 
Treasurer & Membership Ellsworth Crowell 650-591-0851  
Webmaster Pete Johnson 408-298-5738 petej@petej.com 
Editor Brian Chan 650-577-0687 pcceditor@gmail.com 
   

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ PCC 
   Editor 

Summer is here! That also means those nasty ticks are here 
too. There are numerous sightings of tick at the field. So be 
careful when you are at the field. If you have to go out to 
retrieve a downed plane, have someone look for sight of ticks. 
Also check for ticks when you get home. Mike Peck had 
mowed the tall grass around the pit and the parameter of the 
runway. Ticks tend to avoid the short grass but that does not 
mean they are not there. There are numerous tip/hints and folk 
lore on the web to avoid/rid of ticks. Pick your solution 
wisely!! 
 
The weather at HMB is getting better, so is the flying. I 
understand most of you do not want to go out there without 
knowing what the weather is like at the field. I have located a 
web cam in HMB that shows a live picture of the area. Go to 
http://samschowderhouse.com/about-sams/samcam.html to 
check out the pictures. The pictures are updated every 10 
seconds. This will do until we put up our own camera. The 
work is in process, the phone company will put in the phone in 
the next couple weeks. Also the entrance has been repaired, 
thanks to the hard working crew of Kenny and Mikes. 
 

Brian 

 

CLEAR THE PROP! 
Dennis Lowry 

All quiet on the Western Front! 

Our field is together, past the first round of completion, and 
we are good.  We’ve had a review by a POST representative 

who’s ok as long as we don’t undertake any major building 
projects.  So life is good. 

There have been a lot of gray days lately, and I suggest that 
those are great days for flying.  If you need stick time, it’s a 
good time because most people like sunny weather, and 
competition for the flying space is low, so you can fly more 
times on a gray day than on a sunny day.  Check it out.  Of 
course, you don’t want to fly when it’s raining, but I’ve seen it 
done. 

Safety: be safe.   

Now that the field is back up, take the time to acclimate 
yourself and your equipment to the new space.  Learn the area 
by flying the area with caution.  Practice touch and gos. The 
new flight path is naturally opposite to the old path and this 
new last dogleg is looking right at highway one. Be very 
careful into that turn not to overshoot.  DO NOT FLY OVER 
HIGHWAY ONE. 

Pull a frequency pen before you power up your radio.  It’s a 
good time to say hello to other fliers, mention your frequency, 
and check theirs.  Remember, some of them have very 
expensive airplanes.  Don’t become responsible for a costly 
heap of rubbish, not to mention bad feelings. 

Check your equipment.  Are all the clevises working freely?  
Do they have safety restraints?  A short piece of fuel tubing 
slipped over the closed clevis works wonders.  The Sullivan 
clevises have a metal clip that keeps them closed.  However 
you do it, don’t let an old tired clevis auger you in.  Keep ‘em 
tight. 

Range-check your radio equipment.  A battery not frequently 
used is a dangerous thing.  Make sure you have the range to 
fly before you take off.  Little airplanes get really little fast.  
And there’s always Highway One to avoid. 
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Wear safety sun glasses.   
Stay behind the moving propeller. 
Don’t suck the fuel line. 
Be Safe. 
 
OK, I’m coming down off the soap box.  See you at the field, 
and remember . . . have fun. 

 
—Dennis 

PCC FLYING RULES 
In addition to current AMA membership, pilots at Richardson 
Field are required to sign the PCC Flying Rules at 
http://flypcc.org/pages/media/PCC-Flying-Rules.pdf. You can 
print this PDF file, sign it and bring it to the field. Full dues-
paying members who have signed the document are eligible to 
fly. 

MINUTES: MAY 20TH, 2009 
Mike Solaegui 

36 attendees  

GUEST: Daniel Zwilling  

RAFFLE PRIZE: Eflite ultimate FX30 Flat foamie and a 
glow igniter.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Perpetual treasurer has 
perpetually good report. 

 FIELD REPORT: no issues. 

 FIELD REPORT: POST visited the field with Bob Juisti, 
the good news is that we can stay; the bad news is that we 
have been told not to develop the field any further, the 
container cannot be on the property. Bob has offered us space 
near the barn across the road about a half mile South to store 
the container. 

MEMBERSHIP: New members; Mathew Hirsch, Skip 
Moon, Kirk Beyer’s, Andrew Wayne, Dell Outman, Daniel 
Tishma, Chris Morrow, Igor Kurga, Mark Bettis, Stephen 
Schiefer, Richard Simmons, Joseph Keenan. 

Gary and Alan Holsworth applying for membership. 

SAD (AND GOOD) STORIES: An honorable member 
compensated Keith Costa and Joe Erdi for their lost planes 
after inadvertently pulling the wrong pin one Sunday this 
month. 

SHOW & TELL: Bill showed a PT 109. 

John Bisote has built the tail for the Yak project. 

Frank finally showed a plane, a Fun Star 40, and another 
truck. 

A DA 170 purported to produce 145 pounds of thrust by an 
unnamed member that must have a big plane. 

—Mike 

“ADDICTED TO ARF’S” 
Jake Chichilitti  

Let me begin by saying I have absolutely nothing against 
ARF’s.  Some of the best flying planes I have crashed have 
been ARF’s. In fact if it weren’t for them we would have 
much less participation in our hobby.  The diversity of models 
available in ARF form is truly staggering.  From giant scale to 
micro models, from gas, glow and electric power, it’s all there. 

No segment of our hobby has been unaffected by the ARF 
boom. 

With that said why beat our selves up by building a model be 
it from scratch or plans or a kit?  

In a nutshell, the feeling of satisfaction by building and 
finishing a model that was built with your own hands cannot 
be over emphasized. When I ask folks way they don’t try to 
build a model I hear the following: 

I don’t have the time or the space or the experience to build a 
model and that is probably true in most cases. 

So let me suggest this, there are some really nice laser cut 
rubber-powered models put out by Dumas and others. The 
tools needed to build these types of models is not extensive.  
As a matter of fact about the only thing needed is a Xacto 
knife, some sandpaper, straight pins, some glue and a small 
building board.  When these types of models are framed up 
they look like works of art, so why bother to cover it or fly it 
at all?  It would make a great display model and conversation 
piece. 

The skills you will learn with one of these simples models can 
be used to move on to bigger and more complex models. 
There are some very nice laser cut kits still on the market and 
it wouldn’t be a big deal to try your hand at one of them. If 
you get stuck at some point, help is only a phone call away.  
That’s another great thing about being in a club.  There is a 
wealth of knowledge and skills in our club and I think most of 
us would be more than willing to share it with someone who 
has a desire to advance their building skills. 

So turn off that T.V. and computer and head on down to your 
local hobby shop, 

J&M Hobby House has a good supply of these simple kits.  
Let’s support J&M as they have supported PCC for more 
years than I can remember. 

—Jake 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
June 

17 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 
20 Diesel Fest, SACRC, Union City, CA 

July 
15 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 

 24-26 Wings of Victory, Woodland-Davis, Woodland, CA 
 
August 

15   Electric Fun Fly, SACRC, Union City, CA 
19 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 

September 
5   Swap Meet, SCCMAS, Morgan Hill, CA 
12 Annual Flea Market, Bayside RC, Fremont, CA 
16 PCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Dave Chetcuti Room 
 

 
Newsletter Submission Deadline: Third Tuesday before the 
next meeting. 

Hangar flying, cause the weather is too sunny! 

 
Gather of the Eagles; Jake, Frank, Jim & Mike. 

 
Phil & Mike show the proper way to “work” on 
engine problem. 
 

 
Greg’s 2 Wonders, glow powered & e-powered. 
 
More photos at PCC web site: 

 http://www.flypcc.org/coppermine/ 
 

HELP WANTED: 
Mike Solaegui is looking for someone to build planes from 
plan. Contact Mike for more info. 415-314-6261 or 
mike@perfectedgecutlery.com 
 
Articles needed for this newsletter from the local members, 
any submission will be awarded one chance of a grand raffle 
at the end of the year.  
submit to Brian Chan  pcceditor@gmail.com 
 

“Let’s go Flying!”
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Next Meeting: Wednesday,  June 17th, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

 

 


